Success for the Scouts
A lot food collected!

To all Deerfield Village residents who put food on their
front step for the scouts, THANKS!. The Scouts collected
over a ton of food (2,044 pounds) that they donated to the
Jefferson County Ministries. If you did not notice, a Thank
You card was posted on our bulletin board.

Fox Facts

They’ve been around, in
droves!

-

Since several foxes have been seen in the orchard over the
last few days, it may be beneficial to the homeowner to be
informed fox facts.

Red Foxes (Vulpes vulpes) were probably introduced in
South Eastern United States around 1750, where they bred
with the local guys. Three subspecies are found in India:
the Tibetan Fox, the Kashmir Fox, and the Desert Fox.

The Japanese Fox migrated from India to China and then to
Japan. The Japanese name for fox is kitsune.

The fox’s eyes are yellow to gold and have vertically slit
pupils, like a cat. They have outstanding vision. Their
bushy tails give them balance when they jump and do other
complex moves. Their keen sense of hearing allows them
to find smaller prey located in tall grasses. They can run
over 45 miles per hour, so they are good at catching their
prey. Adult foxes weigh six to 15 pounds. They have a
trotting stride from 13 to 15 inches. Foxes grow more fur
in the winter, ergo its called “winter fur” and they lose it in
the early spring and have the shorter fur throughout the
summer.

Red foxes are found in suburban and urban areas and share
their turf with the racoon. Although Carnivores by nature,
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foxes also eat insects, molluscs, earthworms and crayfish.
Plant food include blackberries, apples (they won’t have a
problem in Deerfield), plums and other fruits. Foxes also
eat mice, voles, rabbits, birds, eggs, reptiles and fish. They
have also been known to kill lambs and deer fawns. They
are very possessive of their food, however, they will share
it with their young and their mate during courtship. They
have proportionately small stomachs and can only eat half
as much food relative to wolves and dogs (10% compared
to 20%).

Foxes pair up for mating in the winter time, which explains
the recent activity in Deerfield. They usually have a litter
averaging five and up to 13 kits, who are born blind, and
weighing 0.33 pound. Their eyes open in about two
weeks, the kits mature and leave home in about eight to ten
months. If you hear shrieking like a human scream or a
three yip “lost call,” that’s a fox communicating. They
mark their territory with bodily wastes. Foxes dig into the
earth and live in dens with their young. Some of these
dens range from simple holes to interconnected tunnels.

Fox hunting with dogs and horses were outlawed in
Scotland in August of 2002 and in England and Wales in
February of 2005. Foxes have been characterized in
literature as being very sly. Some historians argue that the
fox came to symbolize the survival strategies of Eastern
European peasantry from the Mediaeval period to the
French Revolution. Peasants admired the guile and wit
needed to circumvent the powers or aristocracy, state and
church, just as they saw the foxes use the same qualities to
raid their livestock under the cover of darkness.

If you take anything from this article, remember that foxes
are vectors of disease. Although they are cute and
typically will run from humans, they can carry rabies.
Rabies can make them fearless and instead of running
away, can turn and attack you.

Article source: Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_fox

Our First Snow Fall

Did not cost the Deerfield
homeowners a cent.






